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The wealth which is the result of effort profitable
to others, alone affords genuine enjoyment.
Labour produces a lasting joy. Family life, based
upon mutual love and respect, does the greatest
good to its members. From every side comes
the same assurance: it is impossible to enjoy a
noble and permanent happiness outside of that
of our neighbours. In proportion as our life
broadens and grows nobler, this solidarity of
happiness enlarges more and more. Plato's divine
theory of virtue is conjured up as we study happi-
ness. Virtue is a science, the philosopher taught.
Whoever does evil is a person who does not know
good. The same is true of happiness. The
unhappy man is he who is ignorant how to obtain
happiness.

XII. People who boast of having studied life
shrug their shoulders when they hear happiness
spoken of in this way. Goodness and love as
ends in themselves! Nonsense! And they cite
numerous examples showing the contrary. Do
not criminals who rob on a grand scale enjoy the
fruits of their crimes? They are rich and proud.
Social distinctions are theirs, as well as the
esteem of their fellow-citizens. They distribute
the favours of life. They are envied.

Each great city has its infamous dens where